Search ongoing for missing angler 


By PATRICK CHRISTIAN 
ld Siefpvrriter 


A search was ‘continuing to- 
day for a missing fisherman 
at Deer Creek Reservoir. 

The fisherman disappeared 
under the surface of Deer 
Creek Reservoir on Sunday 
after swimming nearly 30 
yards in order to recover a 
fishing lure and bobber. The 
fishing tackle had broken 
loose from his line. 

The missing man has been 
identified as Craig Bird, 29, of 
ker, a father of three chil- 

en. 


Wasatch County Sheriff Edd 
Thacker said search and res- 
cue teams launched a search 
after sheriff’s dispatchers 
were told around 6 p.m. that 
a fisherman had slid beneath 
the surface of the water. 

The man had been fishing 
with companions on the south- 
west shore of the reservoir 
less than a half mile from the 
dam. 

Thacker said two fishing 
companions warned the miss- 
ing man not to attempt to 
recover his lost tackle, telling 
him it would probably float 
into shore anyway, but their 
warnings went unheeded. 

After swimming nearly 30 
yards toward his missing tac- 
kle, he called back to his 


Emergency personnel drag for the bo 
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dy at Deer Creek. 


companions saying he was ex- 
periencing muscle cramps in 
the cold water. 


One companion swam to his 
aid, but his friend disap- ` 
peared under the surface be- 
fore he could reach him. Fur- | 
thermore, the would-be ` 
rescuer also began to experi- 
ence muscle cramps in the 
cold water. 


A search continued Sunday, 
and then was postponed some- 
time after dark. 


Searchers resumed their 
search Monday morning with 
drag lines pulled by boats. 
Search dogs from the Utah 
County Sheriff’s office were ` 
brought in Monday morning 
to help locate the scent of the | 
missing fisherman. And | 
Thacker said the dogs did | 
help to narrow the search 
pattern. 

“The water is about 50 de- . 
prees immediately at the sur- 
ace, but just a couple of feet 
below its 40 degrees,” said 
Thacker. r 

As the search proceeded, 
the missing man’s wife who 
learned of the search at her 
home in Kearns, arrived at 
the scene to follow the search 
efforts. 

She remained at Deer 
Creek through Monday. 
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The Utah National Guard 117th Corps of Engineers (AFBR) practices their assault float 
bridge construction skills at Deer Creek Reservoir Saturday prior to beginning a recruit- 
ing effort to establish a 117th detachment in Wasatch County. See story on Page 7B. 
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Searchers attempt to locate the body of a Kearns man, who drowned in Deer Creek lat 
Sunday afternoon, while fishing. At press time Tuesday, searchers had been unable to 


locate the victim. 5-18-89 
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Gill netting reveals reservoir data 


By JOHN BEST 
Herald Correspondent 

DEER CREEK — The sun reflected brightly from 
the gentle waves in Wallsburg Bay in early morning 
as a small Division of Wildlife Resources survey boat 
ered around the lake pulling nets from the cold 
water. 

DWR biologists are examining trends in fish 
populations and condi- 
tions through the an- 
nual spring gill net- 
ting program at the 
reservoir. The main 
purpose of the gill net- 
ting program is to 
measure survival and 
growth of trout, yellow perch and walleye, said Bob 
Spaholtz, a fisheries biologist. 

Gill netting operations begin in late evening when 
large nets are stretched in strategic places in the 
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By REX C. INFANGER _ 
Herald Correspondent | 
YUBA — Fishing is still | 
slow. A few small walleyes j 
are being picked up with. 
chartreuse three-inch plas- 
tics. The wind has really 
stirred up the lake. t 


FISH LAKE — Macki- 
naw fishing has slowed 
down but the fishing is still ` 
good. Use electronics to — 
locate the fish in 60- to 100- 
feet of water and vertical- 
ly jig with a spoon or | 
maribou jig. The ice is off 
most of the lake. 
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boat, on U.S. 40 at the Midway 
turnoff Tuesday afternoon. 

The cause of the fire is un- 
known, reported Wasatch County 
Fire Chief Jerry Davis. He ruled out 
a cigarette tossed from the vehicle 
because neither of the occupants 
smoke. However, ihat doesn't mean 
it couldn't have been cau. ` by a 
discarded cigarette from a passing 
motorist, he said. 

Dick Siddoway and a friend were 
towing the boat from Salt Lake 


Only a charred sheli of a boat remains after it 


caught fire on U.S. 
City on Tuesday. 


40 north of Heber 
The efforts of the Heber Valley Fire Department did little to stop the 


fire in the fiberglass boat once it was underway. The boat was a total loss, 


Fire Destroys 
Boat on Wayto | 
Deer Creek 
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City to Deer Creek Reservoir to pul | 
his boat on the water for the first 
time this year, when a semi truck 

driver behind them called their at- 
tention to the fire. Siddoway pulled 

off the highway and the fire depart- 
ment was called at 4:25. Although 

firefighters had the fire contained by 

4:40, according to Davis, they 

couldn't save the boat. 


Davis estimated that the boat 
was worth between $5,000 and 
$6,500. 


Mepgretrieved downstrean 
just Jove the bottom. Fly fish- 
ingfas been better with 
. Tan and li 
are the best colors. 


haf been generally slow b 
yA can get there between 


Despite Exceptional Rescue Efforts. 


Granisville Man Drowns At Deer Creek 


A 60- k- OF tsville evening. A 
man on A Tamil outing dicd of Wasatch i County A Sheri? 
apparent drowning at Deer Edd Thacker reporte 


Creek Reservoir last Thursday Victim, LeRoy Soclberg, had 
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man to 
_ Wasatch | County Hospital. Despite exceptional _ 
rescue effórts, he was unable to be saved. 


launched his boat at the 
Island Boat Camp and was 
taking it to join his family 
near Snow's Boat Camp in a 
nearby cove when he 
,apprently had trouble with 
the boat, possibly a problem 
with the plug. He dived under 
water several times when 
onlookers noticed he had been 
under too long. 


A 
Sheriff Thacker said Steve 
Mills, Salt Lake City, waded 
out, found Soelberg in the 
water and ‘pulled him to 
shore. He and Shauna Secly, 
Taylorsville, started CPR but 
couldn't leave him to go for 
help. After about 25 minutes 
they were able to flag down a 
U.S. Forest Service ranger on a— 
nearby highway. 


The three put Soclberg on a 
boat and continued CPR until 
they returned to the dock 
where they were met by an 


—ambulance, the sheriff. said. 


Soelberg was taken to satch 
County Hospital where he was 
later pronounced dead. 

Sheriff Thacker said of 
Mill and Seely, "They did a 


super job. Everything they 
did e arte commendable. They 
tried hard." i 


Only a charred shell of a boat remains after it caught fire on U.S. 40 north of Heber 


City on Tuesday. 


The efforts of the Heber Valley 


fire in the fiberglass boat once it was underway. 


Fire Department did little to stop the 
The boat was a total loss. 


Fire Destroys 
Boat on Way to ` 
Deer Creek | 
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boat, on U.S. 40 at the Midway 
turnoff Tuesday afternoon. 

The cause of the fire is un- 
known, reported Wasatch County 
Fire Chief Jerry Davis. He ruled out 
a cigarette tossed from the vehicle 
because neither of the occupants 
smoke. However, ihat doesn't mean 
it couldn't have been caus- | by a 
discarded cigarette fron: a passing 
motorist, he said. 

Dick Siddoway and a friend were 
towing the boat from Salt Lake 
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City to Deer Creek Reservoir to put 
his boat on the water for the first 
time this year, when a semi truck 
driver behind them called their at- 
tention to the fire. Siddoway pulled | 
off the highway and the fire depart- | 
ment was called at 4:25. Although 
firefighters had the fire contained by 
4:40, according to Davis, they 
couldn't save the boat. 


Davis estimated that the boat — 
was worth between $5,000 and | 
$6,500. 
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